
 

W E S T  D E A N  C O L L E G E      

Level of ability:              Course duration: 
Suitable for all SEVEN DAY COURSE: Days 1-6: 9am-5pm 

Day 7: 9am-3pm 

STAINED GLASS UNBOUND: using kiln-formed glass for a leaded panel

        

Aims of course:

This course combines the dual disciplines of kiln-formed glass and stained glass. It is an ambitious week-
long course which will introduce students to the possibilities of colour and texture in kiln-formed glass
using sheet glass, powdered glass frits, stringers and metal inclusions. These techniques will then be used
to create glass pieces to construct a traditional leaded panel. There is a lot to learn in this course, and 
the challenge is to rein in the freedom of kiln-forming to fit into the precision design of a leaded panel.

What students should achieve:

By the end of the course, students will have finished a reasonably sized leaded panel made with handmade 
coloured glass. They will also have a selction of fused samples to investigate colour and texture. In making
this work, students will learn how to cut glass, how to combine coloured glass by fusing and how to join
the glass using traditional leading techniques. During the course students will become acquainted with the 
glass kiln, understanding what happens to glass in the kiln during a firing cycle, learning about glass 
compatibility, and how to load and unload a kiln. 

Materials and techniques covered:

This course will cover glass cutting – cutting straight lines, gentle curves, deeper curves, circles and strips. 
Students will learn how to fuse or slump at different levels inside the kiln to achieve different effects in 
glass. A large selection of materials will be provided including sheet glass, powdered glass frit, stringers 
and noodles, metal inclusions such as copper sheet, mesh and wire. All materials and tools required for the 
construction of a leaded panel will be provided. Teaching will include many demonstrations and will utilise 
sample pieces, slides and images in books. Handouts will cover cutting glass, kiln processes, chart the firing 
cycle and explain strain points, soaking and annealing.


