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‘NeuroTales’ , lightbox with fused glass

‘Work and Love’ is a new exhibition which brings together works from the last five years by
glass artist Alex R including her latest glass lightboxes and vessels inspired by her recent arts
residency. The Menier Gallery in London Bridge SE1 will be presenting this, her first solo
show, between the 3rd and 12  t March 2010.

The title relates to the Freudian theme of love and work as the cornerstones of humanness.
This notion was laid bare during an artist residency, completed in the summer of 2009 at the
National Hospital of Neurology and Neurosurgery, where Alex worked with patients who were
rebuilding their lives after suffering neurological conditions such as stroke, multiple sclerosis
and spinal injury. As the 2009 recipient of the Alexandra Reinhardt Memorial Award, Alex was
awarded the residency by Paintings in Hospitals and The Max Reinhardt Charitable Trust.

During the three months that Alex spent in the NeuroRehabilitation Unit of the hospital, she
worked with around 30 to 40 patients who had varying degrees of impairment to their
movement and speech as a result of damage to the brain. The art sessions became a way for
patients to talk about what they were going through, and the artwork made in these sessions
reflected how they felt about the giving and receiving of therapy, expressing gratitude and
fear, support and friendship. In the telling of these individual stories a deeper narrative
emerged, about how we piece ourselves back together after devastation and about how we
redefine our identity after loss - about love and work and what makes us who we are.

Glass pieces inspired by these individual stories will be displayed alongside Alex’s glasswork
from the last five years. This is a diverse collection of work which embodies the theme of
‘Work and Love'. Intensely personal pieces which tell their own story of a life journey are
interwoven with the products of a working life spent as a maker of beautiful glass objects,
both fanciful and functional.
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Notes for Editors
Work and Love : Alex R

Dates: 31d-12 th March 2010 Private View : Wednesday 3 @ March 2010
Hours: 10am to 6pm, Mon-Sat 6.00pm-8.45pm

Admission free Admission by invitation
Menier Gallery Nearest tube: London Bridge

51 Southwark Street Located in Bankside, minutes from

London SE1 1RU Borough Market and the Tate Modern

020 7407 3222

FOR MORE INFO/ HI-RES IMAGES OR INVITATION, CONTACT: info@alex-r.com

Alex R graduated from Central Saint Martins in 2005 and works as a glass artist completing
many commissions for private and private clients. She was the winner of the Stevens Glass
Competition (2005) and was selected to show at the prestigious British Glass Biennale (2006)
as well as winning various other prizes, including the Alexandra Reinhardt Memorial Award
(2009). Intricate surfaces are the signature style of both her personal work and her
commissioned work, whether it is through the use of richly layered colour or elaborate
textures in the glass. Her studio occupies the ground floor of her 1970’s townhouse in leafy
south-east London which she shares with her eleven year old son.

Paintings in Hospitals was founded in 1959 and registered as a charity in 1972 with the aim
of improving health, wellbeing and the patient experience through the display of art in
healthcare sites. The charity provides a diverse picture loan collection from which healthcare
sites can borrow original artworks. Since 2000 Paintings in Hospitals has implemented a
number of interactive arts projects. The charity currently serves more than 200 hospitals,
hospices and other healthcare facilities across England, Wales and Ireland and benefits many
thousands of patients, staff and visitors each year.

The Max Reinhardt Trust was established in 1972 to fund research into the causes

of Diamond Blackfan Anaemia and to support institutions in aid of the deaf. In 2005, the
Trust launched the Alexandra Reinhardt Memorial Award  to promote the use of art for
therapeutic benefit and artist development. The first five Awards were run in NHS hospitals

around the country in conjunction with Paintings in Hospitals.
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